
 
 

Meeting: Delegated Decisions by the Executive Member for Community 
Services on Traffic Regulation Orders 

Date: 1 June 2016 

Subject: Pilgrims Close and High Street, Flitwick – Petition 
requesting action to address an on-street parking issue 
 

Report of: Paul Mason, Head of Highways 
 

Summary: This report is to note the receipt of a petition submitted to Central 
Bedfordshire Council and suggest a way forward 
 

 

 
Contact Officer: Paul Salmon 

paul.salmon@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 
 

Public/Exempt: Public 

Wards Affected: Flitwick 

Function of: Council 

 

CORPORATE IMPLICATIONS 

Council Priorities: 

The petition is in relation to the safe and efficient use of the highway network 
 
Financial: 

It is possible that work could be funded from minor traffic management and parking 
budgets 
 
Legal: 

None from this report 
 
Risk Management: 

None from this report 
 
Staffing (including Trades Unions): 

None from this report 
 
Equalities/Human Rights: 

None from this report 
 
Community Safety: 

None from this report 
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Sustainability: 

None from this report 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION(S): 

It is recommended that a parking restriction proposal be published in during the 
current financial year and that the lead petitioner be informed of the outcome of 
the meeting 

 
 
Background and Information 
 
1. A petition has been received, signed by 48 people, requesting the Council to 

address the major safety concerns arising due to vehicles being permitted to park 
on the High Street in close proximity to the Pilgrims Close junction. Vehicles 
parked at this location dangerously block the view of traffic approaching from the 
north for drivers attempting to pull out of Pilgrims Close onto the High Street. 
 

2. The request for action appears to be supported by local people and Flitwick Town 
Council. 
 

3. Officers have attended a site meeting with residents of Pilgrims Close to view the 
situation and discuss possible remedial measures.  
 

4. It is accepted that parked cars on High Street do obscure visibility for drivers 
emerging from Pilgrims Close. The increase in on-street parking in the area is 
probably due to a general increase in the level of parking, but also because the 
Council has introduced parking restrictions elsewhere in Flitwick to address 
concerns about commuter parking. It is possible that there has been some 
migration of parking from those roads to the High Street/Pilgrims Close area. 
 

5. There are existing parking restrictions in High Street and Pilgrims Close, but they 
terminate just to the north of the junction. It would be a relatively straightforward 
exercise to extend the restrictions to cover the length of road concerned.  
 

6. It is recommended that a parking restriction proposal be published within the 
current financial year. The Executive Member will recall that, whenever possible, 
the Council seeks to process requests for small scale parking controls in area-
based batches in the interests of cost effectiveness. It is suggested that this 
approach be adopted in this situation. 
 

 
 
 
Appendices: 
 
Appendix A – Petition and accompanying correspondence 
Appendix B – Location plan 
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